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have ever been without the aspiration or the education
to rise high, kept down as they have been at a low level
both socially and intellectually. However wealthy they
might be, their social tank could never be improved ;
however necessary it might be, they were not allowed
to receive any but an elementary education. Illiterate
and unaspiring, they have beea content to occupy the
position assigned them in the Hindu society and to
follow their hereditary occupations as far as possible,
but have not kept pace with modern progress, and
have never exhibited enterprise and inventive powers
such as characterise the modern civilisation of the
West.

"The idolators of India'* observes the French traveller, Tavern ier,
"are so numerous that for one Mahomedan there are nVe or six Gentiles.
It is astonishing to see how this enormous multitude of men has allowed
itself to he subjected by so small a number of persona, and has bent
readily under the yoke of the Mahomedan princes. But the astonish*
ment ceases when one considers that these idolators have no union
among themselves, and that superstition ha* introduced so strange
a diversity of opinions and customs, that they never agree with one
another." ( Travels in India, By Jean Baptiste Tavernier. Vol. II.
London, 1889, p, x8i.)

The history of caste and  of   other  socio-religious
Hindu    Social    institutions  which   will    be  given   in
pPeri."   the second Book, will show, that they

od'                      have changed considerably since  the